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ESPERANCE PORT MULTI-USER IRON ORE FACILITY 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.01 am]: I am pleased to advise that 
Yilgarn Esperance Solution Limited, or YES, has been named the preferred proponent to develop the multi-user 
iron ore export facility proposed for Esperance port. The Treasurer and I approved the selection of YES on the 
recommendation of the Esperance Port Authority board after a comprehensive procurement and assessment 
process, in which the port authority was assisted by expert engineering, commercial and legal advisers and an 
independent evaluation panel. 

YES, a consortium led by Asciano, was one of two short-listed bidders requested to submit a proposal to develop 
the facility. As Australia’s largest national rail freight and port operator, Asciano has a proven track record in 
developing and operating ports in Australia and internationally. Through its subsidiary Patrick Ports and 
Stevedoring, Asciano holds licences for and operates in 17 ports around Australia, including Fremantle, 
Dampier, Hastings, Brisbane, Adelaide, Port Kembla and Newcastle. In 2011, Patrick constructed a new berth, 
shiploader and conveyors linking the Midway woodchip facility at Geelong port to the ship-loading equipment. 
Asciano, as a 50 per cent joint venture partner in the Port of Geelong Unit Trust, is a joint owner and sole 
operator of the port. Asciano is among the top 50 companies listed on the Australian Stock Exchange. 

YES will be required to design, build and operate the multi-user iron ore export facility proposed for Esperance 
port as well as provide all project funding. YES will now enter into contract negotiations with the Esperance port 
and potential users of the facility and will be required to comply with all current environmental licences under 
which the port operates. This significant project will result in the port’s iron ore export capacity almost doubling, 
from about 11 million to 20 million tonnes per annum. The $120 million Esperance port access project, which 
includes a series of road and rail upgrades south of the Harbour Road and Pink Lake Road intersection, will 
further improve access to and efficiency at the port. This major upgrade of the Esperance port access corridor 
will also increase access into the port and improve safety and efficiency for local commuter and tourist traffic. 
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